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In the Supreme Court of the State of 
California, on September 25,
Mr. John W. Dwinelle, one of the 
Counsellors of that Court, spoke 
as follows:

May it Please the Court:

The sudden death of Ex-Governor 
Haight, which took place at San 
Francisco, on September 2d, 1878, 
has called forth from the public 
Press, the Regents of the University, 
the Pioneer Societies, the Board of 
Supervisors of the City of San Fran
cisco, the Pulpit, and from other 
sources, the most honorable testi
monials of appreciation, regard and 
regret. But his brethern of the Bar 
Association of the City of San Fran
cisco felt that something more should 
be done to connect his name with 
the permanent literature of the 
profession to which he belonged, 
and which he adorned for so many 
years in the State of California. 
Accordingly, at a meeting held on 
the third of September, 1878, they 
appointed Messrs. John W. Dwinelle, 
Delos Lake, and Ralph C. Harrison, 
a committee, to prepare a suitable 
memorial, to be presented to the

Supreme Court of this State, the 
National Courts, and the other Courts 
of record sitting in the City and 
County of San Francisco, with a 
request that it be spread upon their 
minutes. Pursuant to that request, 
we submit the following:

HENRY HUNTLY HAIGHT was 
born in the City of Rochester, Mon
roe County, in Western New York, on 
May 20th, 1825. His paternal an
cestry of the Haights belonged to an 
English line of descent, and was 
derived from a family which, as early 
as A.D. 1400, was found well es
tablished in England, although it 
preserved a tradition that its origin 
was German. In the year 1628—250 
years ago—the first American an
cestors of the Haights landed at 
Salem, Massachusetts. The family 
pursued, with a regular and not fit
ful impulse, that "Star of empire, 
which westward takes its course," 
for, in the year 1678, we find Gov. 
Haight’s paternal ancestors estab
lished in Queen’s County, Long 
Island, New York; in 1695, in West
chester County; in 1778, in Green 
County; in 1800, in Steuben County;
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in 1830, in Monroe County, New 
York; in 1846, at St. Louis, Missouri; 
afterwards at San Francisco.

Governor Haight was proud of his 
paternal ancestry, whose history he 
could thus trace through several 
centuries of easy material prosperity 
and culture; the males receiving the 
highest education then possible to I
be attained at the higher Academies i 
and the Universities; and the females 
a corresponding intellectual develop
ment. But he was equally proud of 
his Scottish pedigree, and that his ,; 
mother, a Carreron, gave him an un- '
doubted descent from the ' Cameron- 
of Lochiel, consecrated in history by 
the pens of Hogg, Campbell, Scott,
Wilson, and Macauley. His junior
brother, a young lawyer of great 
promise, was named Dugald Cameron | 
Haight, and perished in the surf at 
the mouth of the Chagres River, ^ 
while on his way to California, in 
January, 1852, after his graduation I
at Yale College, in 1847, and his I
subsequent admission to the Bar of I 
Missouri; and the eldest nephew of 
Gov. Haight, the son of his eldest 
sister, Jeanette Cameron Haight,



was named Cameron Haight King.
The writer of this memoriai knew 

Henry H. Haight as eariy as the year 
1839, aimost forty years ago. He was 
then a pupii of thirteen years of age, 
preparing for coiiege in the Rochester 
Coiiegiate institute conducted by 
the Rev. Dr. Chester Dewey, iong 
before that time a distinguished 
Professor in Wiiiiairs’ Coiiege, and 
afterwards died whiie occupying the 
lead chair of Natural Science in the 
University of Rochester.

It is a great advantage, as well as 
a personal pleasure, to one who 
seeks to delineate a departed friend, 
to preserve an accurate remembrance 
of him as he appeared in his yearly 
youth. To the writer of this memorial, 
its subject stands forth clearly 
defined as the school-boy of forty 
years ago. A lad of thirteen years, 
clad in a grey roundabout, adorned 
with three rows of concave steel 
buttons; with the ruddy complexion 
of health; the clear look of truthful
ness in the transparent eyes; the 
elastic tread of exuberant vitality; 
and the audible play of lungs which 
needed to be repressed rather than 
stimulated. At one time we heard 

"Afy name is Norval, 
on the Crampion Hills

My father feeds his flocks.”
Anon:

“My voice is still for war!
Gods! Can A Roman Senate 

long debate
Which of the two to choose - 

Slavery or Death?”
But even then, as a boy, his taste 
seemed to prefer the sad refrain in 
which the poet Campbell, in his 
double character of prophet and 
historian, both predicts and recites 
the calamities which befell Cameron 
of Lochiel, on account of his loyalty 
to an unhappy and devoted race;
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“Lochiel, Lochiel, beware of 
the day

When the Lowlands shall meet 
thee in battle array;

For the field of the dead 
rushes red on the sight

And the clans of Culloden 
are scattered in fight!”

We repeat here these declamations 
of the schoolroom, because, as 
memory recalls them to us in the 
clear and distinct enunication of our 
dead friend, they seem to reveal 
something, and to furnish us a new 
insight into his character. For, as 
he possessed the birthright of the 
Camerons, which he never under
valued, but always cherished-perhaps 
over-cherished, because their loyalty 
to the banished Scottish line of 
British kings brought upon them 
ruin, dispersion and exile--so was 
he eminently Scottish and Celtic in 
the essential elerrents of his charac
ter.

In 1840 Mr. Haight entered Yale 
College, where he graduated in 1844, 
with high honors in his class. He 
then rejoined at St. Louis his father, 
Fletcher Matthews Haight. The latter, 
a distinguished lawyer, born in the 
year 1799, had graduated at Hamilton 
College, New York, in the year 1818, 
in the same class with Gerrit Smith. 
He was the son of Gen. Samuel S. 
Haight, who was born in the year 
1778, admitted to the bar of the 
Supreme Court of the State of New 
York about the year 1800, and died in 
1863 at the ripe age of 85 years.

Gen. Haight was a polite, suave 
gentleman of the old school, whose 
house, near the frontier of advancing 
civilization, was the center of a 
genial and abundant, rather than 
luxurious hospitality, where the most 
cultured society and the rudest 
pioneers were equally welcome, and
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equally at ease. His descendants 
proudly cherish in remembrance that, 
as Major-General of the New York 
militia, he was marching at the head 
of his division to the Canadian 
frontier when peace was declared, 
in the war of 1812 Gov. Haight’s 
paternal grand-uncle, Gen. Vincent 
Matthews, was admitted to the bar of 
the Supreme Court of New York in 
the year 1790, and was an early 
Representative in Congress of the 
Ontario District of Western New 
York, from the year 1809 to 1811, 
which district then embraced about 
one-third of the whole territory of 
that State. The cousin of Fletcher 
Matthews Haight, Selah Matthews, 
was for thirty years one of the most 
prominent members of the eminent 
bar of Western New York. After his 
graduation, young Henry, after 
pursuing his legal studies for sev
eral years with his father, was ad
mitted to the bar of the State of 
Missouri in 1847, and entered into 
partnership with him in St. Louis. In 
that city he published for a time a 
Free Soil newspaper--a fact which, 
with its eventualities, sheds a strong 
light upon his character. In 1849, 
he embarked for California, where he 
arrived in January, 1850. His uncle, 
Samuel Wells Haight came to San 
Francisco in March 1847 with Colonel 
Stevenson’s Regiment of First New 
York Volunteers. Another uncle, 
Henry Haight, of the Banking House 
Henry Haight, came to San Francisco 
in 1846 and opened the first Banking 
House in San Francisco as Page, 
Bacon & Co. A younger brother, 
Samuel Haight, who went to the 
Sandwich Islands for his health, died 
at sea, on his return, in December 
1853. Another brother, Robert Haight, 
is a member of the Board of Super
visors of the City and County of San 
Francisco. Of eleven of his brothers
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The Haight home where the former governor and first 
mayor of Alameda lived for many years.

and sisters--a patriarchal family of 
twelve--only one brother and four 
sisters now survive. They are all 
residents of California; the sisters 
are mothers of families, but none ot 
the family except Governor Haight 
and his eldest sister were of the 
Cameron stock. Gov. Haight was for 
a time a partner in the- practice of 
law at San Francisco with Gen. James 
A McDougall; and also afterwards 
With his father. Fletcher Matthews 
Haight, until the latter was appointed, 
by President Lincoln, Judge of the 
Southern District of the State of 
California, in which office he died. 
He afterwards married Miss Anna E. 
Bissell, daughter of Capt. Bissell, 
of St. Louis. Some of the children of 
this marriage died in their infancy; 
yet four survive.

From the brief historical narrative, 
it appears that Henry H. Haight was

a lawyer; not only a lawyer by choice, 
but a lawyer, in a certain sense, by 
hereditary descent; that the profes
sion of law belonged to him by the 
family possession of more than 
eighty years-more than three ex
tended generations of practical life 
in both the direct and collateral 
lines of ancestry; and that upon him 
were thus heaped in abundant rich- 
ness the wealth of general and 
special cumulated culture. This is 
the solution of the phrase, "Blood 
will tell.” Whatsoever we may think 
of qualities transmitted by hereditary 
descent, we cannot deny that cumu
lative culture—that soft influence 
constantly falling like the gently 
dew upon the family-does make it
self felt from generation to generation. 
At least three hundred years of these 
beneficient forces, in the form of the 
tender ties of home, of genial domes-
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tic intercourse, of self sacrifice, 
the gratification of literary taste, 
and a hundred years of the study, 
culture and practice of the law, had 
spent themselves in the production 
of such a man as Henry H. Haight.

He was eminently successful in 
the practice of the law. His clientage 
was large, but he was equal to its 
demands upon him. His conscious
ness of duty to the public, as well as 
to his clients, prompted him to te 
always ready with his cases. His 
genial sympathy endeared him to 
those whose interests he had in 
charge. He was never satisfied with 
his conduct of a case until he felt 
that he had been fully understood by 
the Court or Jury; and his pertinacity 
in this respect often secured him a 
victory where otherwise he would 
have failed.

Successful in his profession, he



was tempted away from it by a nom
ination from the Democratic Party to 
the office of Governor of the State, 
in 1867. We say tempted, not because 
he failed as Governor, for he did not 
fail but because the office was not 
suited to the man, such as his edu
cation, his tastes, his religious 
culture had made him.

In the history of our State we have 
elected many Governors. They have 
all been honest and honorable men. 
We may proudly spread our list be
side that of any other State of the 
American Union. Many of those whose 
names are found upon it were strong 
partisans, but not one of them would 
do a mean, a discreditable or dis
honest act, and among them all no 
one stands higher than Henry Huntley 
Haight. We cannot invoke a greater 
praise upon his official life, no
brighter honor to his memory.

After his retirement from the office 
of Governor he returned to the suc
cessful practice of his profession. 
He was thus enabled in a short time 
to recover from the heavy losses 
which his occupancy of the office 
of Governor had entailed upon him. 
During the last Summer, while absent 
on an extended tour at the East, he 
was nominated and elected a Delegate 
at large to the coming Convention 
to revise the Constitution of the 
State. His experience would have 
made him one of the most useful 
members of that body. We know, 
from his own declarations, how 
earnestly he would have endeavored 
to reduce taxation; to emancipate 
counties from the expensive tyranny 
of the county cliques; to relieve the 
office of Governor from the physical, 
moral and political strain of exercis
ing the pardoning power; and to 
elevate the office of Governor of the 
State from being the mere chairman of
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committees, to the position of Grand 
Censor and inquisitor of the State. 
Governor Haight’s matured opinion 
was, that instead of being a corn- 
potent member of the State Prison 
Directors, Board of Regents of the 
University, the State Normal School, 
the Board of Examiners, the Board of 
State Capitol Commissioners, and 
the like, where he can be overruled 
by a bare majority vote, and thus 
held responsible by public opinion 
for acts in which he does not concur, 
he should rather be the officer to 
whom all such bodies should make 
report of what they had done, and 
be vested with large power of super
vision, suspension and removal.

Henry Huntly Haight was a man of 
profound religious convictions and 
belief. He was a Presbyterian, ac
cepting the creed of Calvin. We 
might here pause to discuss a pos
sible mysterious influence which 
the blood of this Scottish and Cam
eron ian ancestors may have had in 
the formation of his religious belief, 
or in developing the pertinacity with 
which he adhered to it. But that 
would only permit an outside dis
cussion to divert us from what we 
consider to be the greatest lesson 
taught to us by his life, his method 
of living, and his character.

In this age, where skepticism, if 
not fashionable, is certainly not 
wholly unfashionable, and where 
often the skeptic thinks himself 
warranted in becoming a scoffer, 
there is something refreshing in the 
spectacle of a man of acknowledged 
integrity, high cultivation, and in
telligence, who publicly avows that 
in respect of the relations of man to 
his Gcd, he has attained to the con
dition of an absolute belief, and that 
he is ready and willing to carry thig 
belief out—not only in theory, but
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in actlon--to its remotest results. 
Our deceased friend had attained to 
this condition. He early adopted the 
faith of a Calvinistic Presbyterian, 
never wavered from it, and was at 
the time of his death an ordained 
elder of that church. He accepted 
that belief with all its duties; he was 
faithful to it, not only in his family, 
but also in all the forms into which 
it ramified Itself; in the church, the 
Bible-class, the Sunday School, and 
in every collateral organization and 
enterprise. He was not obtrusively 
demonstrative in his profession of 
faith; and yet his conduct left no one 
in'doubt what it was. If challenged, 
the reply was sharp and ringing. It 
is pleasing to hear his religious 
associates speak with deep affection 
of the reliance they placed on him for 
judicious counsel; for support in 
crises of difficulty; for ready material 
relief in times of great exigency. His 
was a faith so anchor-bound to the 
idea of duty, that, in other times, he 
might have emulated some of the 
early Christian martyrs, and have 
accepted, with equal readiness,the 
mitre of an Archbishop, or death at 
the stake as a missionary to the 
Iroquois.

And in this connection it is pr<^er 
to note the-crisis in his political 
life. We have already recounted the 
fact that in his youth he edited a 
Free Soil newspaper in St. Louis; so 
he naturally voted for Col. Fremont 
as the candidate for the Presidency 
in 1856, and for Mr. Lincoln in 1860. 
But, when the civil war had so far 
advanced that it became evident 
that in its progress it would demand 
the extinction of the institution of 
slavery in those States where it was 
a part of the local organic law, and 
guaranteed by the Nation Constitution, 
Mr. Haight declared that this involved
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Alameda’s first High School was this building on Santa 
Clara Avenue. Later the name was changed to Haight 
School in honor of Governor-Mayor Haight. The building 
was replaced by the present structure early in the 20th 

Century and continues to bear the name of Haight.

a proposition to which he had never 
assented, and consequentiy with
drew his support from President 
Lincoin and transferred it to Gen. 
McCieiian. This act of his iife, the 
most important of aii his poiiticai 
acts, and sometimes imputed to him 
as an inconsistency, on the contrary 
merely demonstrates only the logical 
and conscientious character of his 
mind. He had no need to say, as a 
sufficient answer, ”1 have changed 
my mind, as I had a right to change 
it.” He took a higher ground: ”1 have 
not changed my opinion, but you have 
gone beyond my limits; I cannot go 
with you.” Every proposition which 
he adopted as a rule of action seemed 
to be equally clearly defined, with 
all its possible limitations, and 
beyond these he would not advance 
a step. There was no indecision here.
It was a painful act thus to sever his 
connection with his old associates, 
but he did not hesitate to perform it. 
We have heard a possible indecision 
imputed to him as a defect in his 
character. We do not assent to this 
view. We apprehend that what appear
ed to be indecision was only the 
reluctance of his sympathetic nature, 
and was really a hesitancy to 
announce his already formed decision 
to those who would be disappointed, 
and, perhaps, pained by it.

Governor Haight was never called 
upon to act in that enlarged sphere 
where the consequences of his action 
would entitle him to be called a 
great man, but he had certain recog
nizable qualities, which, in their 
combination, formed a character of 
great excellence. He did not possess 
merely a few good and exalted 
qualities, nor was his character 
marred by great defects; but it was 
well rounded. He possessed many 
good qualities in a great degree of 
excellence, and if any defects ex
isted in his character, they were so 
few and so small that they were not 
apparent to the general observer. 
And when we have said that his 
character was excellent, we have 
said all that can be claimed for that 
of Washington himself. He was good. 
He was sympathetic. He was kind. 
He was learned. He was perspica
cious. He was honest. He was trust
worthy. He was religious, and he was 
faithful. From the many public 
tributes which have been offered to 
his memory, there comes up the 
audible and distinct utterance of one 
word which embodies the greatest 
encomium which could be passed 
upon his character; and if a monument 
were erected to him, and upon its 
base were inscribed that one word, 
it would suggest the greatest eulogy 
we could pronounce upon him, as a 
man, a professor of religion, a law

yer, and the Governor of our State: 

FIDELITY.
May it Please the Court:

I move that the preceding Memorial 
be entered upon the minutes of this 
Court.

CHIEF JUSTICE WALLACE:
in token of respect to the memory 

of our deceased brother, the motion 
is granted: and, it is further ordered, 
that the memorial be published with 
the Reports.
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